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they refused his offer, saying they wished to enter
into no unequal bond, assuring the king however,
at the same time, that they desired to remain good
friends with him, and to continue their commercial
intercourse.

The fact was that, seeing the agitated and disordered
condition of affairs in Germany, the Hanseatic League
hardly felt It wise to take any definite step at this
juncture.

Gustavus Adolphus, however, was the more dis-
appointed at their refusal, since he had been led to
expect different treatment from them. Since the time
he had ascended the throne, his relations with the
League had been friendly. An old chronicler tells
us how some time before the king's marriage, the
" honourable Hansa towns" sent ambassadors to
Sweden to conclude a treaty with Gustavus Adolphus
about the Protestant religion, and also to treat with
him concerning trade privileges. Indeed, the latter
seems to have been their chief aim. But as they wanted
to keep it secret, says the writer, they professed that
they had been sent to congratulate the king upon
his marriage. Gustavus Adolphus received them in
solemn audience, standing and with uncovered head ;
no small honour to pay to a confederation of trading
towns. Beside him stood his mighty Chancellor,
Oxenstjerna. After the king had accorded them a
cordial and formal reception, he gave them the
traditional presents, usually only awarded to nobles.
Further, he accorded them free board at the cost of the
city of Stockholm, as often as they did not eat at his
royal table. In order that no mistake might arise